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Impending Paradoxical Embolism
Visualized by Echocardiography
Combined With Pulmonary
Embolism: A Case Report
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A 43-year-old man was admitted to our hospital complaining of dyspnea on exertion and dizziness.
Transthoracic echocardiography revealed a mobile mass 3.5x 1.0cmlattached to the left atrial septum
and transesophageal echocardiography showed the mass in the right atrium protruding through the patent
foramen ovaleinto the left atrium. A mobile snake-like thrombus was apparent in the right atrium and right
ventricle. The diagnosis was pulmonary embolism with impending paradoxica emboli.
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1997. 3. 29, 43 male

Fig. 1 Electrocardiogram on admission showing sinus
tachycardia, Swavein, g waveinO , negative
T wavein 0,00, and clockwise rotation
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Fig.2 Chest radiograph on admission showing car-
diomegaly and a hyperlucent area in the right
upper lobe compared with the | eft
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Fig. 3 Transthoracic echocardiogram from the apical view! leftCand parasternal long-axis view
O rightCshowing the right atrium and right ventricle enlargement and a mobile mas§ 3.5x

1.0cmlattached to theleft atriuml arrowd

RA O right atrium; RV O right ventricle; LA O left atrium; LV O left ventricle; AOD ascending aorta.

ANT

Fig. 4 Pulmonary perfusion scintigraml technetium-
99m-macr oaggr egated albuminshowing multi-
ple perfusion defects in the right lung and par-
tial perfusion defectsin the left lower lobe
ANTO anterior.
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Fig.5 Transesophageal echocardiogram showing a
massin theright atrium protruding through the
patent foramen ovaleinto theleft atriuril arrow(]
Abbreviationsasin Fig. 3.
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Fig.6 Transesophageal echocardiogram showing a
new mobile snake-like thrombusl arrowlin the
right atrium and ventricle
Abbreviationsasin Fig. 3.
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