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Abstract

A 66-year-old man was admitted with distal edema of his right leg. He had undergone radical prostatec-
tomy and pelvic lymphadenectomy for prostatic cancer 23 days previously. Abdominal computed tomogra-
phil CT3howed a lymphocydtl 4.5% 3.0cmlhlong the right pelvic wall compressing the right external
iliac vein. CT with contrast medium showed thrombus formatioh] about 9 cmlin the distal portion of the
right external iliac vein and femoral vein. An inferior vena cava filter was placed to prevent pulmonary
embolism, and anticoagulation with warfarin was started. One week later, CT showed shrinkage of the
lymphocyst and thrombus in the vein, as well as a large thrombus trapped in the filter. Follow-up CT taken
2 months later revealed marked reduction of the lymphocyst and absence of thrombus in both the vein and
filter. A lymphocyst, also known as a lymphocele, is a complication of radical pelvic surgery. Most lym-
phocysts are asymptomatic and regress spontaneously, but may lead to deep vein thrombosis and pul-
monary embolism, usually a few weeks after surgery. Careful observation is needed even after discharge
from hospital.
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Fig. 1 Transverse computed tomographyl CT($cans with contrast medium at the same level of the
patient
A, B: CT scans on December 26, 2003, taken before the radical prostatectomy, showing swelling of the
prostatel B, arrow[] but no cystic lesion in the pelvic space.
C, D: CT scan in the venous phase on March 10, 2004, showing lymphocysdtl 4.5x 3.0cmlhlong the
pelvic walll C, arrowl The right external iliac vein was compressed by the lymphocyst tightly and throm-
bus was seen in the distal portion of the right external iliac vein and femoral veibl D, arrow(]
E, F: CT scan in the venous phase on March 18, 2004, showing little regression of the lymphocysf] E,
arrowlhnd thrombus in the right external iliac vein and femoral veihl F, arrowl
G, H: CT scan in the venous phase on May 26, 2004, showing marked regression of the lymphocydt! G,
arrowl] There was no thrombus in the right external iliac vein and femoral veihl H, arrow(]
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Fig. 2 Computed tomography scan with contrast medi-
um in the venous phase on March 18, 2004,
showing thrombus trapped in the vena cava
filter! arrowl]
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