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Diagnosis: Right pleural effusion observed as an echo-free
space behind the left atrium
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Fig. 1 Echocardiograms, parasternal left ventricular
long-axis] leftCand short-axis viewss! right([] record-
ed in the left lateral position
An echo-free space is shown behind the left atrium.
RV U right ventricle; LV O left ventricle ; Ao[J
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aorta; LA [ left atrium; EFS O echo-free space.
Fig.2 Chest radiograph on admission showing right
pleural effusion
Fig. 3 Chest computed tomography scan visualizing the
“ tongue” -like extension! arrowl[of right pleural
effusion behind the left atrium
Fig. 4 Two-dimensional echocardiogram recorded in the
right lateral position
The echo-free space is markedly reduced behind the
left atrium.
Abbreviations as in Fig. 1.



